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opened in the Nethergafe in 1785 on the present sife of StAndrews
Roman Catholic Catfiedral. The three schools were untted in1829
to form the Dundee Public Seminaries,and in 18321834 the—

present School was duilt to house all thre.

Under « ROYAL CHARTER of 1859

the name was changed to

THE HIGH SCHOOL OF DUNDEE
















Miss Joan Cuthill and Miss Annie Lickley. One leaf is turned weekly, a duty faithfully performed
until her retiral by the late Miss Helen Falconer, who kept the record of former pupils in the Forces
and rendered most diligent service to the War Memorial Library.

From either side of the vestibule passages lead along the back of the building to the east
and west doors. Off these all the classrooms now open, and the communicating-doors between the
rooms have been blocked up. No longer is it necessary in inclement weather for the girls—boys
were supposed to be hardier—to pass from one room to another to the distraction and not
infrequently the annoyance of their occupants, Similar passages run overhead. The corridors are
painted in fresh modern colours; the School as a whole has shed its old drabness and looks much more cheerful.

The upper corridor outside the Art Room is especially attractive. On its walls there is a small display of
framed prints collected for many years back by the Art Department, together with original works on loan from
the city’s Art Galleries. Close by, in the entrance to thz Library, are a cast of the Parthenon frieze, and a
vellum presented by the Old Boys’ and Old Girls’ Clubs, inscribed with the names of the Duxes in Writing
and Arithmetic between the years 1839 and 1886, taken from ‘‘Glassie’s board’’, which used to hang in the old
Writing Room. It was James Glass who at his death caused general amazement by the, fortune he left behind,
nearly £92,000. Another old master already mentioned, the well-loved ‘‘Daddy’’ Sturrock, who pioneered physical
training 'in the city and probably in Scotland, ar.l some of whose pupils went on to be European champions, is
commemorated by his portrait, finely painted by David Foggie, R.S.A., R.S.W., a former pupil and a most
distinguished artist. Of special interest to the Cadets is an impressive oil-painting over the west stair of ‘‘Pipie”
McLeish, veteran of the South African War and a grand character immensely popular with the boys. He is shown
with Colonel Halliday and some of the Band. Boards on other walls record the winners of Cadet trophies.

Behind the vestibule was once the vast Science Lecture Room with tiers of desks rising in a semi-circle.
Latterly it was divided by a partition. Now the insertion of a mezzanine has given two classrooms for Geography
on the upper level. Below is the administrative centre : rooms for the Rector and the Board, the Secretary’s office.
a waiting-room, etc. The two principal rooms are elegantly furnished in a style worthy of the standing of the
School.  Of special interest to Former Pupils in the Board Room are three portraits of the past Rectors, Dr George
Ross Merry, Mr John Maclennan and Mr Ian M. Bain. The room is further embellished with works by the
present Art Staff, a striking woodland scene in oil by Colonel Halliday and a water-colour by Mr W, P. Vannet.
Works by former Heads of the Art Department are in the Rector’s Room, two water-colours by Mr James
Cadzow, one by Mr J. Mackie Smith. The oil paintiny here was presented by Mr J. Torrington Bell. Two
vellums in these rooms record the matriculation of the arms of the School and of the Old Boys’ and Old Girls’
Clubs. Ther: is also a handsome Visitors’ Book,

The site of the Physics Laboratory which used to open off the great Lecture Room is occupied nyw by a




much-needed second gymnasium. Above are two very comfortable Staff-rooms and the chief
ornament of the School, the War Memorial Library, for which more than £3,000 was subscribed.
This beautiful room is furnished with broad oak tables and blue leather-covered chairs generously
gifted by the late George R. Donald, Esq., LL.D., on the occasion of his retiral as Secretary
and Treasurer of Dundee Chamber of Commerce. The glass cases lining the walls contain upwards
of four thousand volumes. The nucleus of these was the collection built up over a long period by
the English Department and kept in the cupboards of the Headmaster's room. Many readers
of this article must remember gratefully how Messrs Valentine, Borland and Laird unlocked both
literally and metaphorically the doors into the wonderland of literature. Now every class has a Library period
when books may be borrowed, and an average of around four hundred are taken out every month. The upper
forms have the use of the room at the luncheon interval, and Form VI spends part of the day here in private study.
Every year about three hundred books are added from the Directors’ grant, from gifts by a group of Old Boys
and by the OId Girls’ Club, and from other sources. By reason of its origin the Library is probably somewhat
overstocked on the English side. but the balance is being restored in favour of other subjects. By no means all the
books are of an academic type; there is a large Fiction section, and recreation, sports and hobbies, as well as Art
and Music, are represented. Already accommodation is seriously strained; this is an endemic disease of libraries.

Some time ago there came to light a number of books which had served as models in the Art Room. When
examined they turned out to be the remains of a library bequeathed to the School along with several hundred
pounds in 1738 by George Bruce, a master of the old Grammar School. One is as early as 1539. Of considerable
value as well as interest, they are at present locked away, but it is hoped shortly to put them on display.

West of the new gymnasium on the ground floor an enlarged cloakroom provides a covered way between
the two corridors of the west wing. This part of the School is much as it was, but some reconstruction is
contemplated, and is likely to mean the displacement to a higher floor of the Art Room, which was the original
home of Art teaching in the town. Other alterations are proposed for the rear block. Here the Workshop is
already taking on a new look internally, owing to a greater emphasis on Engineering in the Technical syllabus;
in a sense this is a return to the ideas of 1886!

The entire east wing together with an extension linking it to the rear block is occupied by the Lower
School, both boys and girls. On the upper floor, where once were the kitchen and luncheon-rooms, and earlier
still the Janitor’s flat, a small room is fitted up for crafts and for the new Junior Science course. There is also
provision for drama.

The Girls’ School, admittedly of less architectural distinction than its neighbour, shows fewer changes and
may be dealt with more briefly. Here too the interior décor is of a more contemporary kind, and the late Victorian
gloominess is dissipated. The ground floor, apart from the Singing and Commercial rooms, is now entirely the




Beginners’ Department. The boys as well as the girls have their first taste of School hLere, working
and playing together-—something unthinkable a few decades ago when, except for a few girls who
took Greek, only the highest senior classes were co-educational. Modern Languages are on the
first floor, and Music, Homecraft and Art on the second.

At the head of the main stair are two beautifully carved marble busts of William Harris
and his sister, the School’s greatest benefactors; the sculptor was J. Hutchison, R.S.A., of Edin-
burgh. On a wall nearby, a new Inter-House Championship board shows the points gained in
a wide range of sports and attracts much attention, especially towards the end of the session. The
trophy awarded to the champion House is a silver shield made by Charles Creswick of the Edinburgh College of
Art. It was presented by a group of Old Boys led by Jim Don, and hangs in the School Hall. The other sports
trophies are also soon to be on display in a case which is being specially made for them by a senior pupil of the
Technical Department.

The Lady Warden’s room has been freshly and pleasantly furnished, while the old Junior Library below
it is now the Prefects’ Room. The major alterations are in the basement, where a new entrance opens on Euclid
Street. Special mention must be made of the new kitchen, always known as ‘‘Cathie’s’’ after its efficient and
kindly occupant, who has a long connexion with the School. Older readers will remembér with affection her
predecessor ‘‘Jessie’’, still living in the city. With this new accommodation and the Luncheon Hall in Ireland’s
Lane the School is admirably equipped as regards catering, and a special order of Hospitality Prefects is active
on social occasions.

Although no longer capable of holding the whole School, the Hall is also of enhanced interest. The Prize-
giving and the Dance now take place elsewhere, and even Prayers are attended by some classes on alternate days;
but this is still the chief gathering-place, and has lately been most beautifully redecorated. A new platform,
more suitable for dramatic performances, has been installed. The oak lectern was made to the design of Mr
William More, Headmaster of the Mathematical Department, and a new clock was gifted by Mr Walter L.
Marshall to mark his retiral as Second Master and Head of the Science Department. On the back wall has been
hung what may well be a unique feature, a series of vellums which are splendid specimens of Mr Vannet’s work.
One -made some years ago is an illuminated copy of the School Song. On another, given by Miss A, W. Gray,
the Lady Warden, are listed the Head Boys and Head Girls together with their deputies, starting from session
1962-63. Four more record the Duxes of the School since the Harris Gold Medal was first awarded in session
1884-85. The design incorporates not only a representation of the medal, but also the two badges of the School,
the old one with the arms of Dundee, and the present one which superseded it in 1938. One of the four, containing
the names of three of the present Staff, was gifted by Major A. Eric Larg, who has been since pre-War days an
officer and an active friend of the Cadet Corps; he was recently elected as its Honorary Colonel. It is hoped to




add to these vellums as required. Moreover, a record of former pupils is in active compilation. By these
means the high traditions of the School in scholarship, leadership and public service are being preserved for
present and future generations to emulate and extend.

The fabric of a school consists of more than stone and lime. It is another’s task in this brochure to write
of the spirit, the aims and the ideals which are its inner essence. Here, however, something may fitly be said of
the outward aspect of the persons who compose the High School. Three decades ago the only members of Staff
who wore gowns were the Rector and his assistant at the Prizegiving; now all, except the scientists and some others
who find an overall more convenient, are academically clad, as befits an institution of such eminence. At that
time school uniform was worn mainly by the girls and younger boys, the seniors sometimes regarding even a
school tie as a mark of servile submissiveness. Now save for those who prefer the kilt, all pupils are in uniform,
and a brave sight they make especially when marshalled in the playground for the annual Service of Remembrance,
with the Guides and Cadets on parade and the Band playing noble Scottish
tunes. On such occasions a certain feeling of pride is legitimate as the
simple ceremonial acts are faultlessly performed. In the matter of dress
the girls not unnaturally have the advantage over the boys; the recently
introduced summer frock has evoked much favourable comment far beyond
the School. In manners also the present generation is not inferior to the
past; the boys perhaps have even gained in courtesy, and senior pupils
show a finely developed sense of responsibility for the small ones. The
relationship between Staff and pupils, always good, is franker and
friendlier. Nothing so impressed one former pupil after a long absence as
the sense of communal well-being and happiness.

This catalogue of changes must not leave the impression that the
old School has altered beyond recognition. Of it the saying is true that the
more it changes, the more it 1emains the same. The past survives and
will be zealously guarded. Change is the condition and sign of continuing
vitality. If in the School Song we express the hope that Schola Clara
may endure for ever, we do so firmly resolved to ensure that it shall
not cease to add distinction to the city which it has so long adorned.

A. D. ALEXANDER.












Paton, Mr More, Mr Wardlaw, Mr Halliday, Mr Catto, Miss Gray, Miss Dryburgh, Miss Ruby Falconer and Miss
May Smith are left. They have their hands full with new educational ventures on every side, but you can be sure
that the best traditions of the School are as safe with them as they were with their predecessors. And speaking
of tradition, I am happy to tell you that Cathie is still about in the Girls’ School and that Jack Stark, rejuvenated
by a part-time return to cricket coaching and hockey coaching in the new scheme for boys, is as firmly in control
of school bells as ever. Our links too with Former Pupils, both officially and privately, seem to get stronger each
year, and that vitalises the bond between past and present that has always been our strength.

You may be surprised to know that the numbers in the School at the present moment are 1,110. This is the
measure of the demand in Dundee and district for the kind of education the High School provides—and we have
to refuse a great many applications for entry. But numbers have advantages. They compel increased accommo-
dation, and new classrooms, even if it is an agony to know where to build them in our confined site, can be
geared to the purposes of new education. They give too a flexibility to the whole curriculum, even in straight-
forward matters like sectioning; for 100 pupils grouped into 4 sections give a better spread of ability in each than
75 pupils in 3 sections. It goes further than that, because with larger numbers differentiation of course becomes
possible. It is doubtful for instance if we could have developed Art and Music as specialist subjects, or specialist
Geography or Spanish if increased numbers had not made such developments economic. The strength of our
games too has been greatly helped by the selectivity which greater numbers make possible.

Those of you who were not at School in the last ten years will be interested to know of the new subjects
which are now part of the curriculum and the choice that the pupils have. We are of course in the middle of an age
of educational experiment which has broken down the rigid pattern that subjects had to conform to in the past.
This makes life exciting, but difficult : for teachers have much to relearn, and fathers are becoming less and
less able to do the family homework. So even in the past eight years, which is all I know about personally, we
have started Specialist Music, Specialist Geography, Spanish, Laundry, Pottery, and Science in the Junior School.
There are too, completely new syllabuses (as already mentioned) in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, and Engin-
eering either in being or immediately pending. When we add to this new methods of teaching traditional subjects
—Cuisenaire for Arithmetic, for instance, and the new experiments in Modern Language teaching (including a
section of 5 year olds speaking French—and throw in tape recording, cinema projection, and television for good
measure, you will realise that tradition is out. I suppose only the Classics march majestically and traditionally on,
turning out a stream of sound scholarship—and we still get a steady if small stream of Greek scholars. Within



this whirligig of change the individual pupil can choose a variety of courses, tounded, fortunately perhaps, by
the claims of professional qualifications and the commonsense of the Rector. The result of this is that, while I
doubt if we have more good scholars than there were in your day—though we have our share—we have more
success with the sum of rpupils altogether. And we hope that we are adding to the sum of schoolboy and
schoolgirl happiness.

If 1 were asked to sum up in a phrase what difference the years have made on life outside the classroom
I would be inclined to say that the day of the amateur is over. ot of course in the financial sense, but in the
sense that no longer are we content to do things just for fun. If I illustrate this paradox you will see that I do
not mean that we get less fun out of the things we do, but that our approach is more yrofessional and comnpetitive.
For instance, the older simple joys of the Lit. are no longer adequate, indeed the old Lit. no longer exists, and
our debating finds its crowning point in the School Public Speaking Competition and in the Public Speaking Compe-
tition of the Scottish Branch of the English Speaking Union. On the games field too we have the same trend.
Sports Day, while still the great social event of the Summer Term, is only a part of the Athletics programme,
which blossoms in inter-schools matches, the Scottish Schools Championships and in a full-scale athletics circuit
at our new second sports feld at Monymusk; in Rugger, th2 10 year olds now start professional coaching from the
increased Gym Staff—that is the base of the pyramid, its apex the Midlands Schools Rugby side and th: Scottish
Schoolboys XV. It is the same in the C.C.F.: there there is a proliferation of courses for the keen cadet all
over the British Isles, with the Gold of the Duke of Edinburgh’s award to be won. All this may seem organisation
run riot to some of my older readers, but there seems no doubt that the modern young person wants to be tested
tc the full, and that is no bad thing.

There is the same variety of activity here as I have already noted in the curriculum. This is most startlingly
apparent in games, for we now play in addition to the long established Rugger, etc., Hockey (for boys), Basket-
Ball, and we have a ski team and a Hill-Climbing Club, and are in process of forming a Sailing Club. Perhaps
most importantly we now provide inter-school matches for 14 Rugby XV’s and 10 Hockey XI's. But it appears
in general life—we have Recorder groups, Music Competitions for piano, violin, wood-wind and brass, a Chess
Club, Senior and Junior Dramatic Societies in the Senior School, and the Juniors produce a Nativity Play at
Christmas. The School often seems like organised Bedlam!

I have been increasingly conscious as I write to youa that I am making large implications about a High



School past I know very little of—the latent comparisons I suggest may have no validity. This risk I must accept
when I say now that in a world of changing moral and spiritual standards, when the sanctions of the Church and
the home seem to have loosened their force, more than ever before the School must accept the responsibility of
living up to the obligations of its own motto—Prestante Domino. 1 hope that our religion, whether expressed in
classroom Religious Instruction, in Morning Prayers, or in our Services in St. Mary’s under the School Chaplain,
leaves no boy or girl in doubt about where we stand as a School. Ths values we learn there we try on every
occasion to put into practice in service to the community, be it broadcasting for Toc H on the Hospital Service,
or sending boys to the Dalguise Industrial Camp or the Scottish Schoolboys’ Club Camp at Bruar, or Christmas
rarcels, or Meals on Wheels, or any other job that comes our way. This training in responsibility is officially
wide-spread in the School. We hold a tea-party at the end of September for everyone who holds office in the
School and find that, what with School Prefects and Class Prefects and House officials and Club officials, and
Library Prefects and Hospitality Prefects and so on, we are catering for about 100 boys and girls. If I began this
part of my story too seriously I will end more lightly. I have heard strange tales of the segregation policies
of the remoter past between boy and girl. We in our modern way believe in a mixed School—everywhere the
boy-girl relationship is blessed, even if it be sometimes that it is less bother than to curse it. Yet the number of
marriages between F.P.’s which started as romances at School has grown neither greater nor less than it seems to
have been 50 years ago. Truly naturam expellas furca, tamen usque recurret; perhaps roughly translated as the
vernacular has it “‘what signifies the lifc o’ man an’ ’twere na for the lassies O!”’

I am sure that as you have grown older and more sentimental you have perhaps once boasted of the
prowess of your generation : so just once I will boast a little too of my High School generation. Two of the
scholars of my day are knocking at the Fellowship door, one in Oxford, one in Cambridge : we have just won a
top major Mathematical Scholarship to Cambridge; last year’s Head Boy was chosen to play Rugger for the
Scottish Schoolboys against England; last year’s Leng Gold Medallist was ours : the School team won the
U.N.A. Scottish Public Speaking Competition last summer and the English Speaking Union Schools Public
Speaking Competition for Scottish Schools this spring; in the past two or three years we have won several major
prizes in the Government of India’s International Art Competition.

Are we then better than you were? Of course not. But we never claimed to be. All we hope for is that
when you come back to see us (and may it be soon) you will not be ashamed of what you find : and that when
people ask ‘‘stands the High Schoo! of Dundee where it did?’’ your ‘‘yes’” may be with conviction.


















